
Poorer Start for Ontario Winter Wheat Crop 

 

It still has a long way to go before harvest, but the Ontario winter wheat crop is off to a 
weaker start compared to a year earlier.  

“Overall, the wheat crop is better than anticipated, but not the crop we had last year as 
of April 21,” Peter Johnson, an agronomist with Real Agriculture said in an email 
message Thursday.  

With a seeded area of just over 1 million acres and an average yield of just under 91 
bu/acre, Ontario farmers harvested a winter wheat crop of 2.67 million tons in 2021. But 
combined with wet, miserable weather that limited planted area to an estimated 930,300 
acres last fall, the relatively poorer condition of the crop means it will be a stretch for 
2022 production to match a year ago.  

The situation in Ontario mirrors that of Michigan and Ohio, where winter wheat crops 
are similarly struggling following a tough fall planting season and a wet, cool spring that 
has furthered hampered development. Monday’s USDA crop progress report pegged 
the Michigan crop at just 43% good to excellent as of Sunday, a major 30 points below 
a year earlier. The Ohio crop, at 62% good to excellent, was 20 points below last year.  
 
According to Johnson, planting date, soil type and the amount of rain have all been key 
factors in how winter wheat crops in Ontario have generally fared.  
 
From a planting date standpoint, Thanksgiving wheat is the toughest, he said, planted 
into difficult conditions followed by nearly three weeks of rain. On the other hand, most 
of the November planted wheat will probably be kept, as 90% to 95% of it is in decent 
condition – some of it still emerging. Yield potential on November wheat is never as high 
as early wheat, and it is unlikely to break 100 bu/acre, although 80 or 90 bu is “quite 
possible given how most fields look.”  
 
Winter wheat crops on the heavy clay soils of south Lambton and an area around St. 
Thomas are particularly poor, with lots of frost heave and drowned out areas, Johnson 
said. Even the very best wheat in those areas is still not up to much, he said, adding as 
much as 75% of those acres could ultimately be ripped up and planted to a different 
crop later this spring.  
 
The latest Ontario field crop report noted that while many parts of the province still have 
not had enough warm weather for accurate winter wheat stand assessments, in general 
earlier planted winter wheat looks healthier, while late planted winter wheat does not 
have tillers. “Low lying, poor draining, and compacted parts of fields are less vigorous 
than the rest of the stand,” the report added.  

 

 


